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G.

Today is July 12, 1990 , and this is- uh teacher interview
with Gerald Cash from Randall. Kansas. Okay, Mr. Cash,
um let's start out. Why don't you tell us um how many
years you spent teaching.
Well, I taught 41 years.
Five of them were in rural
schools. I started teaching in 1930 in a little school
by the name of Pleasant Valley. It was in my local
neighborhood and I it was handy and that's why I
started.
And by rural schools it was a one-room .
Yes, one room rural school by the name of Pleasant
Valley.
After those five years.
Then I taught in a two room school. It was almost the
same in Montrose I had the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, grades
and another teacher had the lover four grades. And then
uh I had to do some of her janitor work such as building
the fire and carrying the wood and the water and she
taught the music for my side of the building and that's
the way we worked that out and I taught there for five
years. And then I spent the rest of my teaching, uh,
here in Randall, at the 7th and 8th grade most of the
time. Some of the time I had 5th, 6th no 6th, 7th and
8th and there's one or two years I had the 5th and 6th
when we combined with Jewell. But I was teaching the
uh, 7th grade and I finally retired in 1973. But, uh I
taught her in Randall for 31 years. Yes so . . .
Oh. Um would the one room school house um, can you can
you explain kind of what it looked like?

MC. Well, this first one, Pleasant Valley was just a one room
school building. It was painted white, but it had a
hallway. And uh just one entrance into the hallway and
there's where the kids hung their clothes. We kept our
lunches. And then this school had old-fashioned double
desks. However, we- I suppose at the one time they were
filled, but we had uh desk for each person. And we had a
teacher's desk at the front of the room and a recitation
bench, there in front and uh the children would come up
if the various classes would come up and sit at the
recitation bench and that's where we'd recite lessons.
But the blackboard behind the teacher's desk. And we had
a set of wall maps hanging on the wall and a globe that
went up and down on a chain. and uh just a very small
library. Just a few books and encyclopedias were oh I
think might have been eight or ten years old. And the
school room was heated by a wood or a coal burning stove

sat towa r d the back. And we had
behind where the coal was kept.
and carry the ashes out. And uh
of course, uh the teacher had to
jani torial jobs and so on . . That
G.
MC.
G.
MC.
G.

a little wood shed out
We had to carry it in
at the end of the day,
sweep and do the
was the overall setting.

Um did ya have a basement?
This school did not have a basement, no.
Oh.
We had a little barn for the horses.
Oh!

MC . Some of the kids rode .
G.

M.C.

MC .

G.
MC>

Oh!
We had our water . Our drinking water came from a
cistern that was on the north side of the school house
and we carried that in and put it into a container that
had a little valve at the bottom.
Each youngster was
responsible.
About six grades. Usually you have about one or two
youngsters in a grade. Some of the schools around
however had full eight- eight grades for a teacher.
In
my teaching experience I never ahead all eight grades at
one time.
I think six grades was the most that I had.
What-what was the largest class you had and the smallest
class/
I taught one year where-when the enrollment dropped down
to five.
Five boys. And the largest in the one teacher
school was uh, I thin 12 or 13, as I recall. But when I
got into the two room school in Montrose I had as high
as 25 in the four upper grades. And uh I like that uh,
in fact uh, I like about 20.
I thought that uh amount
uh that of youngsters made it interesting.

G.

Uh huh Um.
You described the school house in that it had
a hallway and that's where- is that right? Where you
would hang you coats and stuff?

MC.

Hang our coats.
Put our lunches. Course that wasn ' t
heated in the wintertime . We kept that closed off.
Sometimes the lunches would be pretty cold when we got
to it, but that's all part of it. We didn't know any
better and we got along and enjoyed it. Now the second
school I taught was Hillgrove and that school had a
basement to it and was heated by a furnace that was in

the basement. The odd thing about it was the first year
I taught there, that was right in the heart of the
depression and uh there they weren't able to pay me my
salary till after taxes came in the 20th of December.
And uh but one of the reasons was they had to put in a
new furnace the old one had cracked and it smoked up the
whole building. And, uh so, that was a really nice
school house for a rural country school. But uh, it uh,
went the way of all of 'em, it's gone now .
G.

MC.

G.

MC.

G.

Did you ever decorate the inside of your school?
Oh yes. We'd uh . . . we always decorated as the
seasons, you know.
In the Fall we'd have uh, foliage
that uh like I said make out of cardboard or
construction paper. Yes we always . . . the months,
each month had a separate type of decoration. Course
Christmas is the time that we emphasize the most and
Valentine's Day and Halloween. Those were the big days
or the big seasons that we used. The third country
school that I taught in is Center Hill, now it had a
rock building. It's still standing too. Yes.
They are
using it for a grainery now.
Oh my!
And their I- I had a well there where I got my water.
But But it- it uh didn't even uh well id did have a
small hall also. But, all of them are rather primitive
by today's standards. We had cross lighting and no
electricity and uh if it was a cloudy day we just
squinted and studied anyway.
And um by crosslighting you meant you had to uses the
windows.

MC.

Both windows.

MC.

Which uh, course isn't good. But in the elementary
school in Montrose course it had lighting only from one
side. And uh, eventually had electricity in that
building. And if it was just it's just all schools all
around were all typical. You know we didn't think
anything about it we just made the best with what we
had. And uh, you sometimes wonder if you're teaching
the youngsters anything, or if they were learning
anything, but I guess some of em did.

G.
MC.

I'm sure they did.
teaching?

Um, uh, why did you decide to go into

Well as I said, the Stock Market Crashing 1929 was the
year I graduated from High School and the uh economy
began to go down hill, courses the farm economy didn't

drop right away. But uh, I didn't have money to go to
college and I didn't know what to do and I could go back
and take this Normal training course, stay at home and
go out and teach. So it was just something I could do to
make a few dollars and I thought I'd just do it for
awhile till I found something else that I wanted to do.
It didn't turn out that way.
G.

That's what you decided to do.

M.C. That's what I decided to do.
G.

Umm, umm. uh, what did you teach?

M.C. Well, if you were uh suppose to teach any of the eighth
grade. Just whatever ya had. Course the primary grades
just had the reading and writing and the uh, numbers and
simple English and then on up into the eighth grade and
when you got to the seventh and eighth grade course you
added the classics and reading and grammar and civics
and then we had geography and history and uh,
agriculture. Believe it or not we use to teach
agricultural. And then our eighth graders - our seventh
and eighth graders always had to take uh, final
examination, a county examination before they could pass
into high school. And that was a big highlight of the
year because we had to review, you know, and study and
work to get those youngsters prepared for those tests at
the end of the year. But, uh, I think it was a good
thing in one respect, ya aimed at that, the teacher and
the children both did. Ya knew ya had to do this and I
think they worked a little harder at it. Course our-our
schools were supervised by a county superintendent. He
was elected. But he came around every year and visited
every school. Sometimes he'd visit more than once but
generally just one time. And if we had any problem that
we couldn't solve in our district, satisfactory, why we
could go to him or write to him and he would help out.
And uh, we had uh curriculum that was defined by the
state. We called it a course of study. We had a volume
and it told you exactly what you were suppose to do, how
much you were suppose to cover and so on. And uh, it was
a good guide because we had so many schools and people
would move in rural areas in those days. Many times in
March why there would be several families move they move
into take up another district, why they could with the
same subjects and the same set of books. Now, pupils had
to buy their own books of course and furnish their own
paper and pencils and things of that sort, but, uh. This
course of study really was a good thing for teachers of
our caliber anyway. And we had what we called bi-monthly
examinations too, for all grades. And these were sent
out to the county superintendent. And uh, as usual the
teacher'd get a copy and then we'd have to write those

tests on the board. And the youngsters then would answer
the questions .. Course we didn't have true-false or
multiple choice- they were nearly all questions you had
to answer with statements.
G.
MC.
G.
MC.

G.

MC.
G.

MC>
G.
MC.

G.
MC.

G.
MC>

So they were like essay questions.
Essay type questions.
Oh gosh yuck.
That involved a lot of work for the students and the
teacher too. But uh. we we worked toward those tests.
We knew they were coming. And and in that one respect I
think that was pretty good. So it was.
Yeah.
S

Oh I'm sorry.
Go ahead.
Oh I was gonna say , what age did the kids first start
coming to school?
Well they started at age six . Now if they were s- if I
remember if they were six by the first of January. Now
I could be wrong about that. It might have been a
little earlier. But I know they could come at five if
they were six at a certain time of the year. And then
they they were supposed to go to school until they
graduated from the 8th grade or until they were 16 years
of age. And uh that was mandatory of the time that I
started teaching. Our school lasted 8 months. Salary
wasn't very high.
I started in at 75 dollars a month,
for eight months. And the depression began getting a
little worse so they reduced my salary to 67.50 for the
second year. And then for the next two years I got SO
dollars a month. And then after that it began to
increase just a little .
It's not very often you hear of someone taking decrease
in pay.
Well we did then, yes.
Oh my.
But, uh, people were hard up and uh, there wasn't a
whole lot of money available. So it was something I
did. Earned a little money and we got along. But it
wasn't my choice of occupation at that time. But I

stayed at it for some reason or other.
G.
MC>

G.
MC.
G.

MC.

G.
MC.

Uh, what kind of materials did you use in the classrooms?
The youngsters had their textbooks and the teacher. Many
times the teacher didn't have a set of textbooks unless
he purchased them himself. But uh, that was about the
size of it. We expected them to have uh, writing paper
and pencils and then for penmanship they were suppose to
have pens, in those days we didn't use fountain pens.
We used the old type of pen that ya dipped in the ink
well. I wasn't good practice then to use pens or ball
points. Course ball points weren't available when I
first started teaching. But later years they go so they
a lot of them used those types. But then we had to use
the old-fashioned steel pen. And we practiced
penmanship. I never got very good at it. Uh we we did
have that as a regular part of our curriculum. It was a
separate course, penmanship, same as spelling and so on.
Then uh, each uh, each grade or each subject was
different. We we didn't have Social Studies so-called
when we first began. We had our history and our
government and geography was all separate. Then along
in the mid-thirties why the State of Kansas installed
this Social Studies idea. And that caused quite a lot
of concern among the teachers because *twas new and it
left a lot more of the planning up to the teacher. You
were suppose to come to school and find out the interest
of the youngsters and tie that in with your studies and
planning your course. And uh, it would involve your
studies in your uh social studies your history, your
geography, and some of the reading and the English and
try to tie those things together in units. Well it was
a radical idea in a way and I guess that uh I don't know
whether they're still using this idea or not. They
probably use the unit type of course now but. it was
difficult. And I'm not so sure it was the best thing
that happened.
Yeah . Well, like with the readers, did you use the
McGuffy Reader's?
No. That was before my time.
Ok.

Some of the schools had sets of those carried over from
years before. But, uh, our readers were newer than
that.
Well, Dad has a whole set of them.
Yes they're, they are valuable.
to have.

They'd be a great thing

G.

Yeah, I guess. I I don't know.
I thought for some reason
that he had used them but maybe Grandpa had.

MC.

That'd be more like your grandfather I'd expect or your
grandmother.

G.

Um did you ever- was religion ever taught in the school?

MC.

We'd have Bible versus, and uh.

Nothing was ever said
in any school that I ever taught at about religion, one
way or another.
If a teacher wanted to have bible
versus which we did many times. Why apparently was
alright . And we could have the Oh commandments on the
wall if we wanted to.
I don't know that we always did.
But no, uh no it it wasn't a problem at all . Most the
youngsters I had came from a Christian background or
that is, their parents or their grandparents they knew
about church and Sunday School. And so really I guess
it was no questions.
Fact there in Montrose they use to
have church there in the school building in the evenings
sometimes. They allowed that and nothing was thought
about that. So uh, we didn't have a problem. Course you
know, or community are more less of the same ethnic
background. We don't have any racial problems or real
differences to contend with. So it made it a lot easier
along those lines I presume than it would be now in a
lot of areas.

G. Now there's always this big todo about separation of
church and state.
MC. Church and state. And you don't dare say anything about
anyone for fear that you'd be pending on someone's toes.
Or being called racist and maybe that's true. We weren't
bothered by that. Never even thought about it.
G.
MC.

Urn, um, um, how did you start the day of school?
We'd usually marched in if the weather was decent.
Children would stand by their desk and then we'd give
the flag salute and then we'd sit down and sometimes
we'd have uh uh read a little bit. I generally would
read something to this youngsters after the noon meal.
But not in the morning.
I don't now how this went.
I 'd
have the subjects that were hardest in the morning.
That took the most attention and then taper off with
something that was easier as the day went along.
I
don't know whether teachers did that or not.
I liked
that way of doing things. And uh, we uh, just went off
like that through the day.
Lesson after another. you
spend the biggest share of your time with recitation in
several grades. And uh, but you didn't have a lot of
time for individual attention , but still , on the other
hand, you didn't have ai r that youngsters in my

..

,. ,,

experience. Now some of the schools did have large
attendance. Eight grades and even before my time so
those teachers had a harder job than I did. So there
were some schools around the country that had large
attendance . On cold days we'd have to say inside of
course.
Play fruit basket upset and so on at noon.
If
it was possible, we'd get outside at recess and awhile
at noon and at the afternoon recess. And we had we'd
play baseball and uh some basketball and we then we had
various games. Fox and geese and tag and red man and so
on. You know, we'd play all those games. And the
teacher had to be quite active too. You had to play the
games. So, it uh, we didn't have any gymnasiums of
course, but we got along alright . And most youngsters
had to come anywhere from half a mile to two and a half
miles not very seldom over three. They rode horseback
or walked as a general rule.
If it got extremely bad.
their folks could bring them in. So if, was uh, we were
outdoors, we had exercise.
G.

Well, what can you think of um, maybe of the funniest
things that ever happened while you were teaching?

MC. I've been tryin' to think of something that was funny.
But I guess maybe a lot of funny things happened. But II-I uh recall. Except one time one young boy climbed up
the tree and fell out on his stomach and knocked his air
out and I remember distinctly he said, "Oh I'm dead, I'm
dead, I'm dead." It wasn't funny for him, it was funny
for me. I had a hard time keeping my face straight. There
would be funny things, but just to recall something
definite now, I just can't. I know may of them did
happen.
G.

Um, how 'bout- did you, hmmm. Did you ever teach anyone
who became famous?

MC. No I guess not. I had one student. Oris Kelly who was uh
he was the Chief of the uh, can't think now what I want
to say - Chaplain in Army of the United States. Uh, other
than that uh, out, uh, a name that might be familiar to
lots of people. Otherwise I can think of no one
outstanding person. There have been lawyers and uh I
suppose teachers and various ones that have gone to
school. But I really didn't have a whole lot to do with
their choice - whatever choice they had.
G.

Oh, I'm sure, I'm sure you had.

MC. It's nice to think of 'em once-in-awhile when-when they
are successful. Think maybe you had something to do with
it.

G.

Yeah. I'm sure ya did. What about discipline in the

school?
MC. Well, that wasn't so much of a problem in our country
schools -or even in our town schools. But, uh, I always
felt one had to have some disiciplines and that you had
to have a few rules and see that they were obeyed. Course
I had a uh paddle that I could - did use a few times here
and there. I'm sure I couldn't do that today because that
would be child abuse. But in those days it was just a
punishment for whatever you were doing wrong.
G.

Now, uh, if you did- if you did spank a child uh, how did
the school board and the parents and the community react
to that?

MC. As far as I know they uh, they didn't let me know if they
were displeased too much. I don't recall, I do recall I
had one gentleman come one time and thought that I was
abusing his boy. He was an honery kid. I don't know, we
lined up to march in. This was in the two room school,
and he was forever punching somebody else a or tramping
on someone's toes and I'd have to get a hold of him, you
know, and help him in sometimes. And his father came in
one time and he was rather angry with me and he blamed me
for abusing his boy. But the boy was right there and
everytime the parent accused me of something the boy
would say, 'No Dad, no Dad, that isn't the way it was. It
was this way.' So, the boy, he counteracted everything
his father said. So I guess the thing was solved. Anyway
he didn't whip me like he might have if he wanted to.
G.

So-so

MC. That was one incidence when I did have a little problem
with the parent.
G.

But on the whole ...

MC. But on the
the whole,
youngsters
learn. And
charge.
G.

whole not very much. Uh, I think parents on
in our rural areas they expected their
to go to school and behave themselves and
uh, I think they expected the teacher to be in

I don't think it's that way any more. I think,
unfortunately.

MC. Well, not from what you read anyway. I-I-maybe it's
better now. I don't just know how that -- I-I wouldn't
want to teach under some conditions that I know about
today. I suppose I'd have problems with parents. But
really discipline wasn't all that hard. But I think
there's one thing that uh, that they don't teach in
college and in teacher training classes and that is in my

experience to be successful you have to be part-time
policeman. And that's something they didn't tell ya in
your training. You have to learn that for yourself, I
guess.
G.

Oh. That's interesting. Um, Have- okay. When you were
teaching, did you ever hear of a man named Horace Mann?

Mc. Oh yes.
G.

And um, what he started proposing and stuff . Um, where
were you - where were you teaching at the time when he
came into ...

MC. Well, that was long before my time, Horace Mann. In our
courses that we took at teachers preparation and methods
and so on. His name would come up, you know, every oncein-awhile because he - what was it- Massachusetts was it
where he, uh, he was a proponent of public education, you
know, and I guess really they give him a lot of the
credit. And I guess he deserved it.
G.

Did you agree a lot with what he ...

MC. I guess so, as I recall. It's been so long ago kind of
forgotten what he did propose. He uh, he wanted, if I
remember correctly, he wanted schools, public schools to
be supported by taxes so that all sort of can go. And I
think that's - we had to have universal education to - uh
democracy to be successful I think.
G.

And he was the one that started to propose vocal music
in the schools.

MC. Did he? I'd forgotten about that. That was one thing I
couldn't teach very much and that was music. I'm not very
musical. We would sing some though and we'd have some
songs for Christmas and XXX not too good.
G.

Well what about um, the programs and stuff in the oneroom school house. Did you-

MC. We would, uh, always have a Halloween Party whenever I
taught and uh parents would come many times and we'd have
uh, oh, like duck trap. We'd play games and the parents
and all and everyone would have a good time. Then we'd
always have a Christmas program and that, uh we'd
prepare for that for about a month before it always
seemed to me like. You could get dialogue books and
nearly every school district had some or the teachers had
some. There'd be little short plays in them. And uh,
about various Christmas characters. Santa Claus was
always involved. And we'd have some songs and
recitations and various things of that sort. And we'd

bring in usually something about the birth of Christ and
, uh a little religious part to it, and the teacher
always had to buy a treat for the youngsters. And we
exchanged gifts and it it was a big deal. And then we
had that weeks vacation right there too. Breathing
spell. So, we looked forward to Christmas time. Big
time for the children and teachers too.
G.
MC.

G.
MC>
G.

So , when you had these Christmas programs did the did the
families come?
They would come, yes. We'd sometimes have the in the
afternoon. Uh, principally because we didn't have very
good lighting . I I had a few programs that were rea lly
in the evening and we had kerosene or gas lights to and
then of course when we got into the elementary school
where there was more than teacher then we'd maybe have
one program or the music teacher would handle the
programs. Things at that sort. And that was a bit
time.
The we'd have Valentine's party at school. And
always the youngsters would have Valentine exchanges and
so on. And the last day of school many times was the uh
picnic dinner type of pot-luck as they call it now.
Parents would come. So those were the highlights of the
year. And of course for the 7th and 8th graders there's
always that trip to Montrose or Randall or someplace to
take that final examination too. They always went to a
different a different school. The have several schools
together for the final. And then for the 8th grade
graduation they'd all go to Mankato and they'd have an
8th grade graduation exercise for all the 8th graders in
the county. That would include elementary and rural
schools as well. They use to practice that. That was a
great occasion for 8th graders that graduated. They
looked forward to that.
So um, you, you went to school for 8 months.
long was you Christmas vacation?

Now how

Usually about a week.
Oh! That's it.

MC.

We'd uh a lot of times we'd start back to school before
New Year's. But generally we'd try to stay out . The
day after New Year's was usually the time we'd try to
start. Depending on the calendar there. By know we
wouldn't get to listen to the radio and hear the
football games.

G.

When we were teaching, was there were there more men than
women teaching.

MC.

More women.

G.

More women .

MC.

Yes. I'd suppose two to one, anyway, in rural schools.
Oh yes, we uh - well uh teaching was more or less uh, uh
a woman's job back in those days especially until you
got into high school or the elementary principals or
something like that, but more and more men we re going
into teaching though, 'bout the time that I started
because I - there several young men that uh, in my uh-uh
high school class that went into teaching for awhile. Uh
Bill Frin and Jim Gray. Kenneth Behrends. Three from my
graduating class that taught rural school as well. And
one of the reasons was like me, it was something they
could do and jobs were hard to find. But I stayed the
longest.

G.

Uh - huh, I think so .

MC. For some reason or another.
G.

Um, what was maybe one of the most satisfying things that
you found about teaching?

MC. Well, to feel that you've been apart of young people's
lives if you see them grow up and become successful and
go along you think well, I was a part of that young
person's life and maybe you're fooling yourself into
thinking that you were a good part of it but at least
that is a satisfaction. And uh then seeing those after
they grow-up and visiting with them and you know, about
the days when we were teaching and they'd tell stories on
me that I didn't dream were possible. And I taught long
enough in this area that I had student's children going
to school with me. I had that happen quite a number of
times. So it's not uncommmon for me to know a parent and
a child and they're all grown-up now and and uh most of
them have moved away but there are some around, yes.
G.

What was, um, was there ever a time you didn't like
teaching?

MC. I didn't like it the first year. I -I it wasn 't really
what I had planned to do with my life and I don't know. I
went up the hill, I use to cut across and walk to school,
I'd think, boy I don't believe I want to go to school
very badly this morning, but I didn't
I put up a bold
front.
I didn't I don't think the kids knew it, I don't
think their parents knew it. But uh, I just uh and then
it was learning. Am I doing what I'm supposed to be
doing? Are the children learning it. And uh, you know,
and then I it was the confinement of it. And so, but,
after that first year.
I got so I liked it more I guess.
I liked the children so, that's the way it went.

G.
MC.

G.
MC.

G.
MC.
G.
MC.
G.
MC.

G.
MC.

That's really good . Um . Um. How did you get your pay
check? How did they pay you?
Well in the first schools uh, I would go around and
there were three members of the board that had to sign
this and I would go the- let's see, was it the clerk who
issued it? I forgot.
I'd go and get it from and go
around and see the others and get them to sign it. Then
I could if I could take it to the bank . Unless someone
was going by or oh, happened to uh just be out of his
bank and uh bring it to me, but generally I went after
it.
I didn't wait very long to after it was due. Went
to get it.
How often did you meet with the school board?
Well, I usually met with them when they hired me and uh,
a lot of times that would be the last time I'd see them .
As a group . But uh, once in a while we would meet if we
needed some equipment or if they just, you know, thought
there ought to be uh something bought or uh something
fixed.
Why sometimes we'd get together but not very
often . We didn't have regular meetings, overall. By
the way your grandfather was one of my school board
members.
Grandpa, oh boy.
And your uncle and aunt went to school with me one time.
My aunt Mary?
yes
That's what Dad was saying.

And uncle Bobby.

And uncle Bob. Yep.
I remember he was a good checker
player. He could beat me.
I just couldn't play
checkers with him at all. Which is another thing we'd
do sometimes in cold winter days is play checkers. Most
schools had a XXX or a phonograph and a few records and
had a little music that way.
Did you ever hold Dances?
No, Uh not until I was in elementary school, the last
few years the youngsters got so they'd uh have to have a
dance along in the spring. I uh, I was never very much
in favor of that simply because it seemed to me like the
mother's wanted the dance worse than the kids. And the
girls wanted it worse than the boys. And to me they
weren't dancing they were just standing on the floor
swaying back and forth.
I'm old-fashioned you know and
I guess I don't go---.

G.

That's okay.

MC.

I really don't think they, youngsters themselves,
especially the boys, were, I don't think they cared too
much about that. Girls, I think, maybe and their
mother's, were the promoters .

G.

Um, besides maybe paddling and spanking a child, what
other source of punishments ...

MC.

Well, you might assign maybe uh, they might have to
write something on the blackboard. I have had them
stand in the corner for a little while.
That was a real
old-fashioned one. And uh, staying after school for a
little while was uh, was uh punishment at times. Maybe
they maybe not very often did I have them stay in at
recess, because my job was to supervise all of the kids.
They could get into more trouble at recess then at any
other time that the teacher isn't right there, and uh,
so I aimed to be where the youngsters were at recess
time . But those were other punishments.

G.

So like, did you make them right on the board a hundred
times- I will not ...

MC.

Oh maybe, maybe .

G.

Oh really? I-I had to do that once.
I mean, don't tell
Dad, but um, I had to write things down on paper. Like
I talked to much or something.

MC.

Yes, well, that's the way it goes .

G.

Yeah. Um, now how did you get your school su pplies?

MC.

We didn't really have a whole lot. Teacher furnished
some of them, although, the districts furnished what
they could. Usually you could, well, buy construction
paper maybe at the drug store or local store, like that
then we had uh, school supply catalogs and you could
order various things from them . Sometimes the school
board- after things got a little bit better maybe they'd
allow you so many dollars to uh, buy things with . You
could use your own judgement. That was a big help when
we got so we could do that. But uh, we didn't really
have a lot of supplies at the first two or three schools
that I taught.

G.

And- and the supplies that you used, did you pretty much
have to buy them yourself?

MC.

At the beginning why we bought most of it, but uh,
gradually the schools began to see you know and we got
more. That was a big help that way. Course you'd get

A few hu ndred times.

patterns for things and you'd accumulate various things
that you'd keep and if you moved to another school you'd
have these things that you could use . These ideas and
that was a good thing about moving occasionally because
you could take your ideas and might be new to somebody
else. But you'd- you would accumulate over the years
uh, various things . Now every year at the beginning
we'd uh, we'd get a box from the county superintendent
'bout so big. and in it would be our supplies . Our
reports and sometimes there would be various. uh, things
in there. Ideas for special occasions and maybe some
catalogs and in that box of supplies. Fact I even have
some of those old boxes packed away somewhere. I got
back from those days.
G.

Oh that's-that's interesting . Um, when you were
grading-would grade the work of your students did you
used an A-B-C- D?

MC.

Well, to begin with, we just used uh, numbers. 100, 99,
98 and on down. And then. over the years, now I'm not
right sure when we changed, to the uh other system. I
believe I was probable teaching in the elementary school
when we did that or in the two-or-more teacher school.
But in the rural schools, I'm just sure we used the
numerical system.

G.

And what was the scale?

MC.

Well, the 8th grade for instance. They were supposed to
have an average grade of 809 ink order to pass into high
school. And no grade below 60. And uh, that was the
standard that we used. And we used that pretty much in
all-all the grades then . That was sort of standard use.

G.

And I was the average, boy!

MC .

80 was the, well,
I don't know whether you'd consider
it the average. It was the low grade. That is, you'd
like them to have an 85 to 90 really. That's what you
wanted, yeah. at least that.
If they were just
borderline the teacher didn't feel like he'd done his
job as well as he should. The youngster maybe didn't
either.

G.

And see now - you know what it's like now. 90 to 100 is
A work and 80-89 is B work and so if you wanted the
average grade to be 85 that's good solid 8 work. And I
would never have made it because, cause boy, that's
really stiff.

MC.

Well, grading is something, I always found difficult
because, just how do you grade the youngster? Do you
just grade strictly on the knowledge they put down on a

piece of paper? Or do you take into consideration what
their ability is? Or do you take into consideration
what their background is? I always tried to grade and
bring all of these things somehow . So my grading system
I'm afraid was not something that you could write down
a black or white. There's sort of gray areas in there.
And uh, sometimes maybe a youngster would get more than
I don't know.
they deserve and sometimes less.
G.

I'm sure you're pretty fair.
You did a good job. Um,
let's see - Mr. Cash was there ever a time when you were
teaching, that um, oh I don't know, like scarlet fever
came out. Did that ever effect?

MC.

Yes uh, we've had scarlet fever and we had mumps as I
recall . And as the usual thing the children were
supposed to stay at home as long as someone- and we used
to quarantine when we first started and uh, so, they
would stay if you had 2 or 3 youngsters in a family,
why they might stay home 2 _or 3 weeks or more. Yes, and
we had another disease that I remember and that was the
itch.
I don't remember what kind of itch it was but,
uh, it uh was something that kids scratched. Has to
have the county health officer come in and he examined
and prescribed what they were to supposed to do to get
rid of it. As I recall they had some ointment they used
and had to wash there clothes in some things.
I can
remember that happening one time in a school I was in.
That was in a two- room elementary school.

G.

Um, did you ever lose a student?

MC.

I had one boy that uh, died accidently while I was-he
was-I was teaching the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades here in
Randall at that time. He was a 6th grader . Berle
Shelton was his name. And uh, evidently he was up in
the barn or grainery or somewhere and he pulled a rifle
as I remember, toward him and the thing discharged and
shot him and killed him. And that was a real sad time
for the family and for the 5chool and for all of us.
I
know I - it really effected me.

G.

Well um, how did the school-how did you deal with that
in your class?

MC .

Oh we just went ahead and had school and uh, and uh we
didn't have a psychologist or anyone to come in and the
youngsters coped with it and their families. We just
went ahead. It was a part of living and dying, I guess.
I'd say. And another - that same family later on the
father was killed accidently too by the way a tractor
overturned on him. So, that was one family having both
of those tragic deaths. Our whole community felt that.
But, we, we just coped with it and got along somehow .

G.

So when, like, a disease or something did break-out you
would quarantine. Did you ev~r close down a school?

MC. I don ' t think we did. I don't remember that we did at
all. There was one disease that we were very concerned
about, along in the late '30's, early '40's and that's
what we called infantile paralysis and that's what they
call polio. That was before the vaccination. There was
quite a bit of that around over the county at one time.
We didn't close school or anything, but I do know there
was quite a bit of concern about that. But I don't recall
that we ever closed school for any disease - that I can
remember.
G.

Did you ever cancel school for any reason?

MC. We cancelled it because of stormy weather once or twice,
out in the country. I remember one time though the
teacher, or i depended on the school board to tell me if
it was stormy enough to cancel the school. As I remember
one time I went to school and nobody came. They hadn't
told me to not - to school - to cancel and no one came.
We counted that as a day taught, however. I didn't make
it up. BYt, I do recall one time that happened.
G.

What about the dust storms?

MC. Oh that was ridiculous, that dust storms. You had such a
dry year in 1934. And no rains in the fall. And then the
winds began blowing early in the 1935, and I taught over
at Hillgrove at that time. But I just had just a small
group and I went to school in the morning. Well the sky
got so dark. The wind was blowing pretty strong. But the
dust was kind of a reddish dirt, real fine. So I took the
youngsters all home, oh I'd say about 10:30-11:00. And
then I drove home. I was living with my own parents at
the farm at that time. And ~hen I drove home the chickens
had gone to roost and it was almost just a overcast real dark. I hope I never live through anothe r day like
that. But dust - that fine dust was in eve rything. I know
when we went back - I'm not sure whether we had school
the next day or not, I forgot. There's a possibility we
didn ' t . Anyway when I went back to that school, that was
Hillgrove and we had the basement and all and there was
just a fine coating of dust over everything. I think it
took me two weeks to get all that out of the re . But uh,
it was the same thing with our houses. It's part of our
hi story I guess.
G.

Yeah it really was.

MC. Yes it was. And the funny thing about that , I don't know
if it was funny, but that spring and summer in June then
we had floods. As I recall the Republican River over

there got high enough it took out the bridge in Scandia .
And I know I went to summer school that summer in
Manhattan and had flood down there and it washed out
bridges and railroad tracks. And that's following the
dust storm . So, Kansas is a place where one extreme
follows another.
G.

Yeah it is.

MC. It really is.
G.

Well, how much schooling did you have? How did you
prepare . . .

MC. I took what we called Normal Training in high school, to
start. And that was just simply a course of instruction
in all the various subjects that we were going to teach
as well as we had some methods and management and some
psychology. And I think that's about the size of it in
that course. And then we went out and taught school. Well
we could teach school, you had to pass a test by the way,
a state test then. That was good for two years. The
county also issued teaching certificates in those days.
You could get a, what they call a second grade
certificate . You had to go and pass a test on oh, a whole
list of subjects. All the subjects you were teaching in
elementary school plus English , history, and music, and
algebra and geometry and English - did I say English
history? Yeah . And then all the subjects you taught. And
then you - if you taught two years you could take another
test and if you got an average grade of 90 with none
below 60 I think it was, then you could get what they
called a first - I can't think of the name of it - a
first degree certificate . That wasn't what - first grade
certificate. And that was good for as long as you wanted
to teach provided you kept teaching and did certain
elementary things. Well then they changed that in a few
years and you had to renew it by getting eight hours if
college each time.
G.

So did you ever go to college?

MC . Yes, I went to summer school and I went to school on
Saturday's and I went to school through the week. I'd go
to Marymount, to Hays, and then I took correspondence
courses. All the years I taught I took some courses
somewhere practically every year either Saturday courses
or night courses or some summer school. I never dropped
out of teaching and went to college fo r a year or more.
So, but I think I took my last college course when I was
about 62.
G.

Oh my! That's great. That's really good. Did you get a
degree then?

MC. No, I never quite got that far.
G.

Really, well that's great because they say a sign of a
good teacher is one who keeps learning themselves.

MC. I don't know. Some of the courses I took didn't reall y
help me in teaching but at least it broadened your
experience a little bit.

G.

Yeah - thank goodness - you had those courses too. You
mentioned your library in your one room schoolhouses and
you said that it wasn't very big.

MC. No, at the beginning when I started teaching it just was
whatever the District thought they needed but . I don't
remember who made the ruling whether it come from the
state or the county. In a few years each District was
suppose to spend so much on library. And usually the
teacher would choose the books. And then that began to
build up the library system then. And most districts as
soon as they had money enough, they aimed to buy a new
set of encyclopedia occasionally too they 'd do that. We
always had big Webster's International Dictionary, you
know.
G.

Yeah. What were some of the books in your library - do
you remember?

MC. I don't recall any of the names anymore. I suppose some
of them were like 'Blac k Beauty' and I don't know, animal
s tories. I've jus t forgotten I guess what they were.

G.

Like, I was thinking, did you have Mark Twai n -

MC. Yes.
G.

And Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer

MC. Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer. Those we re G.

Hose were the classics .

MC. They'd be in there. And I - the names have just gotten
away f rom me.
G.

Yeah, that's fine. What did you do in your leisure time away from school?

MC. Well, course I lived on a farm and I had some farming to
do. And usually there were some chores to perform and
then I wasn't married of course for the first few years I
taught and I'd aim to pursue that just a little bit, you
know, in my spare time. Eventually I acquired a wife. And
then after that, why, I don't know just exactly what we

did in our leisure time.
G.

Did you have very much leisure time?

MC. No, not a great deal. Nearly always had have to take some
work home with you - paper grading and so on. Course we
always had the week-end. Oh we had movies we could go to.
We had to go to Beloit or Concordia or some place to
do that. And in the winter-time there were the high
school a c ti v ities. We could take in basketball and those
things. That was about it.
G.

Yeah . So when did your day start? And when did it end?

MC. I use to always plan to get to school by 8:00 in the
morning if I could, because well, in the winter-time you
had to get there early in order to get the building just
half-way warm. So I usually aimed to be at school at 8:00
and even 7:30 if possible. I liked the morning part. I
could do more work better in the morning than I could in
the afternoon. But generally in our rural s chool where
you had the janitor work, if you got away before 5:00 you
were doing real well.
G.

Oh , so you put in real long hours.

MC. Yes and you were - you didn't have any time off. You had
youngste rs under you all the time, all day long. So , but,
it was n ' t too bad. We managed real well.
G.

Was the schoolhouse used for other community events?

MC. Like I say, sometimes they have church in the
schoolhouses . And we use to have, well maybe like the
Farmer' s Union use to meet in the schoolhouse once-inawhile and they'd have a soup supper or something. And,
sometimes we ' d have a box supper or basket s upper to rise
money - usually that was for the school. We ' do that
once-in- awhile. That's about all I can think of that they
use'd it for.
G.

What holida ys did you celebrate throughout the school
year ?

MC. Like I say, Christmas is the thing we l ook forward to the
most and we'd have Thanksgiving , we ' d have a little
vacation there . And then at Halloween we'd have a party
or something . And we'd use to have what we called a
Franc is Willard Day too. That was mandated i n Kansas Law.
Franci s Wil l ard of course was noted fo r being opposed to
alcohol c onsumption. And we'd always have to devote a
quarte r of a day of our school on her b i rthday. I 've
forgotten when it was. It seems to me it was like in
November - October. Anyway we were suppos e to devote

about a quarter of a day not just initially have other
people in - but the youngsters on that subject. And,
which we did, that was mandated. And we had - our course
of study had some ideas in it about her, and what to do.
Then of course we had our Valentine Party in the spring
and that was about all 'til the last day of school.
G.

Oh, wow. Did you ever celebrate May Day?

MC. Not any of the rural schools that I recall. I can
remember when I got into high school I got into May Day
program. The girls wore short dresses. Danced around the
May Pole.
G.

Was the school for all children or was it only for like,
the tax payer's children?

MC. It was for all children. Yes it - you didn't have to pay
taxes in order to attend school. It's a good thing it's
that way too.
G.

Yeah, yeah I agree. Who hired and fired the -

MC. School Board. They's get together I'd presume. Course
we'd have a school election every spring in April. That
was another day usually, that the children got off too,
was when they'd have school meeting. At that meeting
they'd elect the board members. I think the board served
about three years and then ever year then they'd elect aone member. And then the board would hire a teacher.
Usually they'd get applications. I know when I was
wanting to teach I would write an application and send it
to the board. I'd send it to the clerk and then if they
were interested they'd let you know. For a interview was
the usual thing. Course most places where I taught they
knew me.
G.

How did - in the one room schoolhouse - how did you all
get your water? Was it - you didn't have plumbing, I'm
sure.

MC. No, well, like I said we had a cistern at this one school
and the other two had wells and we'd pump the water and
carry it in and put and put it in a container that had a
little value at the bottom. Each one had it's own cup,
that's where we got it. And we had a wash basin if you
needed to wash - just wash your hand, you know.
G.

How did the cistern work?

MC. Well it had a crank on it. Crank it and the water'd come
out the spout. Then the others XXX pump the handle, pump
out, you know.

G.

And that was outside.

MC. Yes they were outside.
G.

Well that's interesting . You mentioned that the community
would raise money for the school by doing various things .

MC. once-in-awhile they'd have basket suppers or box suppers
as they'd call them and raise money for some project
maybe playground equipment or something of that sort. And
had a lot of fun doing it.
G.

What is the greatest distance your students would have to
travel?

MC. Very seldom over three miles. They, you know, in the
early days they aimed to build a schoolhouse within
walking distance for every youngster and sometimes it'd
be over that, but not very often.
G.

So this old theory about trudging seven miles uphill in
winter-time wasn't true?

MC. Well, not in my experience.
G.

It's a little stretched.

MC. Well sometimes - they might've had to before they got
some of the schools built before my time I can see that
they might have done that. But in my time we had a
schoolhouse within about three miles for every
youngster.
G.

So Dad has lied to us kids while growing up.

MC. Has he? Well I suppose . We all manufacture stories you
know, and add to them. Very seldom do we detract.
G.

Can you explain the graduation exercises?

MC. We have a speaker usually. And a musical number, now
sometimes the musical number would be from a school or
usually from a school and some of the children, probably
and then usually if we had a youngster that had the
highest score in the county he might have a little
something to say. And then we'd have the presentation
of the diplomas. The county Superintendent would pass
them out and everybody would march up and get his. His
name would be read and we'd feel real proud of ourselves,
you know. Children would feel real proud. That was the
way that went for when we had the county deal. Then of
course later years each school would have it's own, that
is in each town. When these schools consolidated and when
we got away from these rural schools then of course each

distric t had its own commencement .
G.

Was this - was this after school was let out?

MC. Yes. It would be after. like we'd have eight months in a
rural school and in town school we'd have nine, so we
wouldn't have that exercise until after the town school
had closed.
G.

Sol it might have been a month later.

MC. Yes it would be for the rural schools. Sometimes the
country kids go to the elementary school in town for the
last month of review if they thought they were going to
flunk their test, you know. And sometimes they could get
a second chance because the test questions were
different. And that happened sometimes, course they had
to travel six, seven, or eight miles for that last month
occasionally. That happened. Some of them would do that.
G.

Oh that's really interesting. Do you know who started the
movement to get your school built? That first school you
taught at.

MC. No I don't. That building was there when we moved in to
the district and that was about 1918 when we moved over
there. And that schoolhouse was there. Now I went to
school there then I went to high school and then I went
back and taught in that school and so I have no idea . It
probably built - anyway 15 years maybe before that. And
nearly all those schools around are, were buildings then
too. As I recall.
I don't remember anytime that they
built a new rural school building in my memory .
G.

Were there any controversy's about the school or the way
it was taught or anything during your teaching?

MC. Not a great deal. Course they had a custom generally in a
lot of schools. They'd keep a teacher a couple of years
and then they'd want them to move on. And that was
customary in the first school i taught. They didn't want
a teacher over two years. I don't know any reason why.
But, I guess it worked alright. And then of course if you
were a woman teacher why if you got married you
automatically quit at the end of the year because they
just didn't want a married woman teaching. Now that was
in our own locality. I don't know how general that was. I
guess probably they figured either the girl learned too
much about life after she got married or they thought she
should stay home and take care of her family. I don't
just know what the idea - I use to feel like sometimes
there were three sexes instead of two. There were male,
female, and school teacher. And they kind of had them set
apart. But they were getting over that by the time I

started teaching. But very few married ladies were taught at that time.
G.

Boy!

MC. Course it was the same in other occupations. my wife
worked in the telephone office there. When we got married
she was automatically fired.

G.

Oh my.

MC. So it wasn't just teaching where they let XXX. But I
think the general idea in most schools around was not to
keep a teacher too long. I guess they got tired of them.

G.

I think that's kind of odd that they would do that.

MC. Well I don't know - whether it was right or whether it
was wrong, but that was sort of the custom that they you
G.

Was there a certain way you were required to conduct
yourself outside of the school?

MC. Yes. As a general rule you were to set an example for the
young people in your community. You - cigarette smoking
was frowned on and maybe dancing and some of those
things, so you had to do those things on the sly if you
wanted to do them at all. Especially you didn't do them
in school or around the children . And yes like a small
community like Randall and Montrose and all, they really
wanted you to live in the community and go to church and
take part in things. That was kind of an understood deal.
Now of course teachers live away, they come to teach,
they go home and you never see them. You don't get
acquainted with them. But they - you were a part of the
community. They expected that.
G.

Well that's interesting. Well what would happen to the
teacher if they were caught drinking or smoking?

MC. Oh, generally, not a great deal. Maybe they'd dismiss
them though at the end of the year. There might be a
reason.
Then of course they - I don't know of any that
were dismissed for that reason. I know lots of teachers
that did smoke. Not that many that really drank in my
experience. Of course - in the time I was teaching and
all began was in Prohibition Era, to start with, and
Kansas just never got away from that for a long time. And
I think that was good. I really don't feel a teacher
should be out carousing and drinking and doing all those
things. After World War II, they, you noticed quite a bit
of relaxing the rules for teachers compared to the time
before.

G.

Do you - looking back - you know through all the years of
your teaching career, but mainly when you taught in a one
room schoolhouse, do you have any regrets about
teaching?

MC. Oh some - I - sometimes I think there might have been a
few times where i wasn't as fair as I should have been,
looking back. Hind sights always better you know, than
fore sight. And there were times when I felt like maybe I
didn't do the best by some youngsters and maybe I could
have done more to have helped them. Teaching is a job
that you never feel, or I never did, feel like I had
completely done my days work. There was always a
question in your mind when you went home, 'could I have
done something different?' 'Could I have done - this this youngster learn more?' I always had that feeling in
the back of my mind. Never quite feeling that I had
accomplished all that I was suppose to in a day. Now I
don't know whether that - other people feel that way or
not but that's - that was one thing about it. It did
bother me.
G.

To kind of wrap this up a little bit, looking back on all
your experience and from talking with Dad and my aunt
Mary and stuff that you've had an incredible teaching
career, what kind of advice would you give to, like my
sister Karen who just graduated. And she's going into
teaching.

MC . Uh, what's she going to teach? Primary folks?
G.

I thin k so.

MC . Yes. Course it makes a difference on the age group. But,
i think children as a general rule will accept anyone
that's honest with them, that if you make an error or if
you misjudged and an apology to a youngster is due you
should make it. And they'll accept you. They're honest
and they don't expect you to be perfect. So don't try to
be perfect. And then I also think that the teacher has to
be in control of the room or the school. She's the boss.
She's the one that see's the people so this or don't do
that. She has to have a few rules. I wouldn't have very
many. I 'd get along with as few as possible, but those I
did have, I 'd enforce. And that's uh, that's about it,
and also i don't think that the teacher should ever be
afraid to say, 'No.' If a child wants to do something
that you don't want them to do and you just say no and
make it stick. And so uh, there are no hard fast rule.
Everyone of us is different and we react differently to
children. But I think that youngsters know when you're
being hones and fair with them, instinctively. So that's
the thing that you have to try to do. And then I don't
think that you can be, I think you have to maintain a

sort of reserve between yourself and the children. You
can be friends and you can guide them and help them but
you can't be buddy - buddy with them to be successful
with youngsters as a teacher in my book. So that's my
advice and it isn't worth very much.
G.

I think it is. Well thank-you very much Mr. Cash . Thanks
a lot.

MC. Well I've enjoyed it. I hope it helps you in your course.
G.

I bet I get an A.

MC. I hope so.

